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SPECIAL FOCUS: 
SEEKING JUSTICE IN AN UNJUST WORLD  

INTRODUC TION 

Our Father loves with no regard to academics, economics, 
social status, or skin color. However, for those with 
voices not heard, we must step in. God used the prophet 
Obadiah to speak clearly and powerfully to the nation of 
Edom when they were indifferent and self-seeking. 
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Edom (v. 1)—Two nations were 
in Rebekah’s womb. The young-
er twin, Jacob, would rule over 
the older, Esau. Jacob’s children 
became the Israelites. Esau’s de-
scendants became the Edomites 
(Gen. 36:9).

Mount Zion (v. 17)—Originally 
called the City of David, but later 

designated as the nation of Israel. 
The prophets used it to signify 
God’s presence and promises. 

House of Jacob (v. 17)—The 
Lord changed Jacob’s name 
to Israel. His descendants are 
considered to be in his house or 
a part of his nation. The phrase 
denotes the nation of Israel.

S P E C I A L  F O C U S

THE POINT:
JOIN GOD IN 
PURSUING JUSTICE 
IN THE FACE OF 
INDIFFERENCE AND 
OPPRE SSION.

O B A D I A H  1- 4 ,10 -17

1 This is what the Lord God has said about Edom: We have heard a 
message from the Lord; an envoy has been sent among the nations: 
“Rise up, and let’s go to war against her.”  2 Look, I will make you 
insignificant among the nations; you will be deeply despised. 3 Your 
arrogant heart has deceived you, you who live in clefts of the rock  in 
your home on the heights, who say to yourself, “Who can bring me 
down to the ground?” 4 Though you seem to soar like an eagle and 
make your nest among the stars, even from there I will bring you 
down. This is the Lord’s declaration. 
...................................
10 You will be covered with shame and destroyed forever because of 
violence done to your brother Jacob. 11 On the day you stood aloof, 
on the day strangers captured his wealth, while foreigners entered 
his city gate and cast lots for Jerusalem, you were just like one of 
them. 12 Do not gloat over your brother in the day of his calamity; do 
not rejoice over the people of Judah  in the day of their destruction; 
do not boastfully mock  in the day of distress. 13 Do not enter my 
people’s city gate in the day of their disaster. Yes, you—do not gloat 
over their misery in the day of their disaster, and do not appropriate 
their possessions in the day of their disaster. 14 Do not stand at the 
crossroads  to cut off their fugitives, and do not hand over their 
survivors in the day of distress.
...................................
15 For the day of the Lord is near, against all the nations. As you have 
done, it will be done to you; what you deserve will return on your own 
head. 16 As you have drunk on my holy mountain, so all the nations 
will drink continually. They will drink and gulp down and be as though 
they had never been. 17 But there will be a deliverance on Mount Zion, 
and it will be holy; the house of Jacob will dispossess those who 
dispossessed them. 

SEEKING 
JUSTICE IN AN 
UNJUST WORLD
Leader pages on pp. 128-131
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HOW CAN WE STAND AGAINST 
INDIFFERENCE AND OPPRESSION?

It was April 1963 in Birmingham, Alabama—a 
city some considered to be the most 
segregated city in the United States, and known 
for brutal violence toward African-Americans. 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and others 
worked for years with the local government 
to address issues of injustice to no avail. And 
so, after months of planning and strategizing, 
they began their nonviolent protests—much to 
the frustration of white pastors in the area who 
criticized Dr. King and accused him of acting in 
a way that was “unwise and untimely.”12

Dr. King responded with his profound “Letter 
from a Birmingham Jail.” He boldly challenged 
the passivity, indifference, and self-preservation 
of the church leaders. He wisely reminded 
them that no one lives in a bubble: “Injustice 
anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.”13  

The issues of passivity, indifference, and self-
preservation were the central topics the prophet 
Obadiah addressed in his message to the 
nation of Edom. Obadiah’s message is painful, 
but it has incredible application for us today.

Don’t Be Arrogant // Obadiah 1-4

To better appreciate this study, we need to 
go to the Book of Genesis, to the relationship 
between the twin brothers: Jacob and Esau. 
Their relationship always seemed to be 
contentious. Years later, the brothers reconciled 
(33:1-20), but they still didn’t seem to like one 
another very much. 

Jacob’s descendants later became the nation of 
Israel (which eventually split into the Northern 
Kingdom of Israel and the Southern Kingdom of 
Judah). Esau’s descendants became the nation 
of Edom. Throughout their history they each 
struggled to gain power. They were neighboring 
countries who sometimes needed each other, 
but mostly hated one another.

In the sixth century BC, after Judah had been 
invaded by another enemy nation, the prophet 
Obadiah came on the scene, writing to declare 
divine judgment against Edom.

One of the key components that led to Edom’s 
downfall was the people’s arrogance. Notice 
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T H E  P O I N T :  Join god in pursuing Justice in the face of indifference and oppression.

Edom’s prideful question in verse 3: “Who can bring me 
down to the ground?” The people of Edom valued their own 
strength and trusted in their own defenses without regard for 
God’s—or anyone else’s—power and authority. As if in response 
to their question, God promptly replied in verse 4 that even 
though they seemed to make their home “among the stars,” 
He could still bring them down. Edom could do absolutely 
nothing to stop what God had planned. The Edomites thought 
they were safe. But God declared He was going to make 
them insignificant because their arrogant hearts had deceived 
them. They were up in the hills—“in your home on the heights”—
seemingly away from all the dangers around them. Their 
arrogance had led them toward a sinful self-preservation that 
God condemned through the words of Obadiah.

Don’t get confused here. The issue wasn’t what Edom had 
or possessed. The issue was their stewardship. We all have 
things we haven’t earned or deserved. The sin in how we 
steward what we’ve been given can fall into three categories.

Sins of omission. These are things God commands us to 
do that, for one reason or another, we simply don’t do. This is 
passive disobedience. 

Sins of commission. This is the sin of active rebellion, 
actions we take that are unloving and against God’s desires. 

Sins of self-preservation. It’s a sin when we only look 
out for what’s best for us. This sin is similar to passive 
disobedience in that it can easily look harmless. After all, isn’t 
it important to keep ourselves and our families safe? Isn’t it 
important to accumulate wealth so that our grandchildren 
have security? But self-preservation is a worldly mindset when 
we place ourselves first. Jesus commanded us to seek His 
kingdom first (Matt. 6:33).

Edom was condemned particularly for its passive 
disobedience and self-preservation. We see how their 
passiveness led them to arrogance, which blinded them from 
seeing themselves and others as God saw them. It blinded 
them to the injustices around them. It blinded them to the 
holiness of God and kept them from fearing the Lord.

WHAT TYPES OF INJUSTICE ARE  

LARGELY IGNORED IN OUR CULTURE?

DIGGING DEEPER
DOING UNTO OTHERS

The thought of injustice in our 
personal lives is bothersome. It 
often brings out the fight in us. 
But the battle is not ever ours. 
The battle is God’s to fight. God 
assures His children that “the 
eyes of the Lord are everywhere, 
observing the wicked and the 
good” (Prov. 15:3). We know 
God watches over us, but He 
also watches over the evil, taking 
note of their actions for judgment. 
Vengeance is not for us (Rom. 
12:17-19; Deut. 32:35). One day 
we will sit at God’s right hand (yes, 
that is where Jesus sits today). But 
for now, we too can share in God’s 
strength, authority, and blessings. 
We, too, can set the captives free. 
We, too, can preach on pardoning 
those who have wronged us. We, 
too, can encourage forgiveness. 
Vengeance is not ours to carry out.

How does knowing vengeance 
belongs to God change your 
perspective on the way we 
should fight injustice?
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Don’t Be Indifferent  
// Obadiah 10-14

In addition to the sin of arrogance, Edom 
faced a second indictment: they had betrayed 
Judah. This accusation may come as a surprise 
because theirs was a passive betrayal—yet 
Obadiah described it as violence: “You will 
be covered with shame and destroyed forever 
because of violence done to your brother 
Jacob. On the day you stood aloof, on the day 
strangers captured his wealth, while foreigners 
entered his city gate and cast lots for Jerusalem, 
you were just like one of them” (vv. 10-11).

What did Edom do? The country stood aloof. 
The people just stood by. Edom may not have 
been the country directly invading Judah, but 
they took advantage of what was happening to 
Judah and profited from it. Their indifference 
was described as violence. Violence!

This issue of indifference toward injustice 
that God condemned in Judah was the same 
issue Dr. King wrote about in his “Letter from a 
Birmingham Jail.” 

“We will have to repent in this generation not 
merely for the hateful words and actions of the 
bad people but for the appalling silence of the 

good people. Human progress never rolls in 
on wheels of inevitability; it comes through the 
tireless efforts of men willing to be co-workers 
with God, and without this hard work, time 
itself becomes an ally of the forces of social 
stagnation. We must use time creatively, in 
the knowledge that the time is always ripe to 
do right.”14

HOW DO THESE ATTITUDES OF INDIFFERENCE 

TO TRAGEDY AND INJUSTICE SHOW UP TODAY?

Violent indifference and passive disobedience 
have particularly plagued American Christians 
when it comes to issues of race and racial 
reconciliation. Too often, Christians have acted 
more like Edom instead of like Christ. Sins of 
omission are not better or less damaging than 
sins of commission. Passive disobedience 
is active rebellion. Edom’s passivity and 
indifference in Judah’s defeat was condemned 
as if they had been the ones breaking down the 
gates and slaughtering the people inside.

God didn’t destroy Edom because they invaded 
Israel or stole land. God destroyed Edom 
because they did nothing to stop it, because 
they didn’t care, and because their only 
concerns were their own profit and safety.

God Will Judge Us All  
// Obadiah 15-17

Obadiah pronounced that God’s judgment was 
coming to Edom. But we also see a shift in verb 
tense here, an indicator that Edom’s downfall 
was being used as an image or foreshadowing 
of the fall of all nations that act in this way. “The 
day of the Lord is near” (v. 15), and the Lord will 
judge “all the nations” (v. 15) that act like Edom 
acted toward Judah. And not only will God bring 
judgment on Edom, but He will restore Judah.

God’s justice is holistic and perfect. It is not like 
a set of balanced scales as those of us in the 
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T H E  P O I N T :  Join god in pursuing Justice in the face of indifference and oppression.

•  Study your Bible. Focus on the Word so you can live your life as Christ lived. Study to be forgiving, 
to be a healer, and to be open-minded and accepting of others.

•  Unite with others. Help put an end to injustice and bring balance where there are disparities by 
volunteering in the community. Get involved politically to help bring equality to the community.

•  Help the needy. Understand there is no need to continue past biases or to celebrate the pain or 
hardships of others but rather extend a helping hand when you see others in need.

LIVE IT
Why should we take a stand against indifference and oppression? 
God never intended for His world to be as divided as it is today. Surely it grieved the Lord to see the 
discord between Esau and Jacob and to see that same division carried for generations–even until today.  
At some point, it has to end. At some point humankind should put down our weapons and live out the 
peace that God had in mind when He created humanity. You can stand with God in these ways:

West have been taught. Biblical justice is about 
right relationships; it’s about holistic restoration; 
and it is “positive action, the exercising of 
power to resist the oppressor and set the 
oppressed free.”15

HOW ARE GOD’S WORDS TO EDOM A CHALLENGE 

AND COMFORT TO THE CHURCH TODAY?

As God’s children, we are called to lives of 
reconciliation; we are to “act justly, to love 
faithfulness, and to walk humbly with your God” 
(Mic. 6:8). We are to fight the indifference 
that comes from preserving our own comfort, 
or from using the benefits we obtain in society 
when we maintain the status quo. Instead, 
we are to actively advocate for our neighbors 
and brothers, including the unborn. We are to 
“speak up for those who have no voice, for the 
justice of all who are dispossessed. Speak up, 
judge righteously, and defend the cause of the 
oppressed and needy” (Prov. 31:8-9). Fighting 
the indifference that comes from preserving 
our comfort and status impacts the way we 
advocate for our neighbors, for our brothers, 
for the unborn, for the immigrant, and for the 
oppressed and needy.

DID YOU KNOW?

The Civil War (1861-1865) brought an end 
to the divisiveness of slavery. President 
Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation 
Proclamation on January 1, 1863 to signify 
an end to one man’s legal right to own 
another man. Slavery had been in place 
since 1619. It took one man’s initiative to 
say “no more” to that particular injustice.  
African-Americans celebrated this 
newfound freedom and still today (in some 
churches), hold Watch Night Services. They 
also celebrate Juneteenth, a holiday that 
marks the emancipation of slaves. Freedom 
is to be celebrated. Any end to long-term 
oppression should be celebrated. Although 
slavery ended in 1865, injustices continue 
in America through disparities in housing, 
employment, health, education, criminal 
justice, and through voter suppression.16

What are ways Christians can respond 
to the injustices that still permeate 
through our land and the world?  
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1. CUT DOWN TO SIZE //    
     OBADIAH 2

Some people don’t seem to care whether they make 
God angry or not. Just like the Edomites, some are 
just arrogant and full of pride. Pride is the first of the 
seven deadly sins and the one that some say severs 
the soul from grace. The other sins are greed, wrath, 
envy, lust, gluttony, and slothfulness. The arrogance 
and pride of the Edomites definitely stood out as 
reasons for Obadiah to tell them that God said He 
would cut them down to size. Have you ever heard 
the song, “If I’m Too High Lord, Bring Me Down.”  
Pray that today as a prayer:
Dear Lord, if I am too high, bring me down.

2. CRASHING DOWN //  
    OBADIAH 4 

Remember the childhood nursery rhyme, “Humpty 
Dumpty sat on a wall … had a great fall … none 
of his men could put him back together again”? 
What can be worse than being “cut down to size”? 
Not much, but crashing down sounds equally as 
traumatic. When something crashes, one can 
imagine the shattering–the broken pieces so small 
sometimes even Gorilla Glue™ is of no use in the 
repair of the broken pieces. When we are on God’s 
side, He puts back our broken pieces and makes us 
whole again. To be safe, crashing down or being cut 
down to size are both measures we should avoid at 
all costs.  Pray that as a prayer:
Lord, I am standing in the need of prayer.  
Remove my pride, take away my arrogance. I 
fear the thought of crashing down.

3. WHAT GOES AROUND //  
    OBADIAH 15

Whatever this thing called kharma is–it is real. 
That is why the Bible teaches us to do unto others 
as we would want them to do unto us (Matt. 7:12). 
We don’t welcome thieves into our homes. We 
don’t go around picking fights. We don’t take what 
belongs to someone else, because we don’t want 
others taking from us or picking fights with us. 

Obadiah gave the warning to evildoers, “All your evil 
deeds will come back on your heads” (v. 15). That is 
karma.  Galatians 6:7 tells us, “A man reaps what he 
sows.”  Leviticus 19:18 tells us to love our neighbors 
as we love ourselves. In other words, as Luke 6:31 
suggests, treat others as you wish to be treated. 
Make this world a better place by being a better 
person yourself. 
If ever there is to be peace and justice Lord, let 
it begin with me.

4. WHEN IT IS ALL SAID AND  
    DONE // OBADIAH 15

When it is all said and done–God wants us to 
depend on Him, no matter how unfair a person 
might be, no matter how terrible society can be. 
No matter how much pain can’t be erased from our 
memory, God is at work in our lives. God expects 
us to trust Him. God wants us to be forgiving. God 
does not tell us to do unto others what they keep 
doing to us. God tells us to lean and depend on 
Him. We are to put on the full armor (Eph. 6:10-18) 
of God, yes. But God fights our battles. God tells 
us to love one another. God tells us to help one 
another. God expects us to be our brother’s and our 
sister’s keeper. 
May I forgive rather than fight. May I not 
retaliate because of hurt caused by others.  

5. NO TEMPTATION //  
    MATTHEW 6:13

It is so easy to want to get back at others. Satan will 
tell us in a matter of seconds, “Don’t get mad, get 
even.”  In life we will encounter people who are not 
fair, people who are greedy, and people who like 
stirring up trouble. The Edomites could certainly be 
described as troublemakers, greedy, and arrogant, 
but there was no need for Judah to get even. There 
is no need for us to get even either when we are 
wronged (Eph. 4:25-27). Take it to the Lord in 
prayer when you are hurt. Love people in spite of 
their behavior. When Satan tells you to get even, tell 
Satan to get moving.  
Don’t listen to the voice of a stranger (Satan).  
Listen to and follow your Shepherd.

DAILY READINGS
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Let Justice Flow Like Water
BY  M A R K  C R O S TO N

It was during the historic 1963 March on 
Washington, at the height of the Civil Rights 
Movement in the United States of America that 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. gave his immortal 
“I Have a Dream” speech. At almost the exact 
center of the speech he evokes the words of the 
Prophet Amos in 5:24 declaring, “No, no, we are 
not satisfied and will not be satisfied until … 
justice rolls down like water and righteousness 
like a mighty stream.”17

In the Book of Amos, God condemns social and 
spiritual corruption as well as Israel’s apostasy. 
He says, “Listen to this message, you cows of 
Bashan who are on the hill of Samaria, women 
who oppress the poor and crush the needy, 
who say to their husbands, ‘Bring us something 

to drink’ ” (Amos 4:1). However, by time we get 
to Amos 5:3 God is calling out to His people to 
seek Him and live. It is in the midst of this appeal 
for Israel to return that Amos asserts, “But let 
justice flow like water, and righteousness, like an 
unfailing stream” (Amos 5:24).

The biblical use of the word “justice” (mishpat; 
dikaiosyn) means “divinely righteous action, 
whether taken by humanity or God, that 
promotes equality among humanity. Used in 
relation to uplifting the righteous and oppressed 
and debasing the unrighteous and oppressors.” 
It seems to me that when some people think 
of justice these days, they are really wanting 
retribution or vengeance. And others only want 
justice if it furthers their own personal and 
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political objectives. Simply put, justice means to 
be fair, and means righteousness to be correct.   

The question is, have we become like Amos 
5:7? “Those who turn justice into wormwood 
also throw righteousness to the ground.” Here 
“wormwood” is used to express the idea of 
bitterness or poison. This verse tells us that a 
good thing, justice, can be executed in a way that 
is more like poison. And when a wonderful thing, 
righteousness, becomes self-centered, it ceases 
to be righteousness and instead becomes like 
dirt–filthy, thrown to the ground. 

Justice and righteousness are paired in forty-
two verses in the CSB Bible. We cannot truly 
have one without the other. Justice without 
righteousness ends up as unequal favoritism.  
Righteousness without justice is mean and 
uncaring. Both of these are wrong. Justice and 
righteousness hold one another in balance 
so God’s greater purpose of redemption can 
be seen. 

Sometimes people will raise the question of 
whether it is right for Christians and churches 
to push in on social justice issues. I have had 
conversations with some who told me we should 
only preach the gospel and get people to be 
righteous before God. God will fix all the other 
things when we get to heaven, they would say. 
But remember Amos illustrates how these two, 
righteousness and justice, are inextricably 
tied together.  

So, the Christian and the church that is serious 
about God’s redemptive work and evangelism 
must do both. 

•  Psalm 103:6 says, The Lord executes acts of 
righteousness and justice for all the oppressed.  

•  In Luke 4:18-19, Jesus declares this as His 
mission saying, “The Spirit of the Lord is on 
me, because he has anointed me to preach 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to 
proclaim release to the captives and recovery 
of sight to the blind, to set free the oppressed, 
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

•  Proverbs 31:8-9 challenges us to do the same. 
“Speak up for those who have no voice, for the 
justice of all who are dispossessed. Speak up, 
judge righteously, and defend the cause of the 
oppressed and needy.”  

•  Micah 6:8 declares, “Mankind, he has told 
each of you what is good and what it is 
the Lord requires of you: to act justly, to 
love faithfulness, and to walk humbly with 
your God.” 

•  Matthew 6:10 tells us not to wait for heaven, but 
to start now, “Your kingdom come. Your will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.”

So then, “teaching them to observe everything” 
from the Great Commission in Matthew 28:20 fits 
here as well. We have not become full disciples 
of Jesus until we have moved from being selfish 
“just us” adherents to being selfless social justice 
advocates in this world. Can you imagine the 
impact the church would have? More people 
would see God clearer. Our evangelistic efforts 
would be more effective. “Justice would flow like 
water and righteousness like a mighty stream.”

Dr. Mark Croston serves as national director, Black Church Ministries 
for Lifeway and general editor for the YOU curriculum.

5 8    Y O U

© 2021 Lifeway Christian Resources




